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Overview

• What’s new?
• What’s next?

• What’s old? ☺



NGN Quick Recap



Next Generation NCLEX highlights

• Expanded focus on clinical judgment

• Case studies

• New item types

• Updated test design

• Partial credit scoring
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THE WHAT

THE HOW

What about the WHY?



• Education regarding critical thinking, clinical decision making, and clinical 
judgment has already become a standard part of nursing curricula

• Clinical judgment, even at the entry-level, is critical to patient safety and 
public protection

Literature Review Findings (2012)

novice nurses 
involved in 
nursing errors

50% 
errors 

attributed to 
poor clinical 
decision making

65% 
employers 

satisfied with 
clinical decision 
making skills of 
novice nurses

20% 



Measuring Clinical Judgment





NGN Case Study



Sample Case Study
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What matters most right now?
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Why?
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What’s going on?

Where do I start?
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What could help?
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What do I do?

How do I do it?
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How’d it go?



Case Study – Summary
• Real-world nursing scenario
• Six items with clinical judgment focus (in order): 

• Setting – Wherever entry-level nurses are
• Eligible content – Anything in the Test Plan





What’s New?



Results





2023 NCLEX-RN Pass Rates









2023 NCLEX-PN Pass Rates









Breakdowns by school

• Not published by NCSBN, but published by some states/jurisdictions
• Example: Virginia Board of Nursing

https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/media/dhpweb/docs/nursing/reports/2023%203rd%20Quarter%20RN.pdf


Average NGN test length (since April 1)

70
(85)

135
(150)

Min Max

102
(117)

RN
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Partial Credit Scoring and CAT
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This item uses +/- scoring 
since candidates can select as 
many responses as they like.

3 – 2 = 1



But how does it really work?

• “Is a 3-point question worth three times as much as 
multiple-choice?

• “Are partial credit items easier or harder than multiple-
choice items?

• “How many points are needed on a partial credit item to 
“pass” the item?

• Etc.



“CAT is completely 
different from other 
exams!”

Watch the full video at nclex.com!

https://www.nclex.com/computerized-adaptive-testing.page


Typical Test

• Points are earned as questions are 
answered

• An easy question is worth the same 
as a hard question

• How many points did the examinee 
earn?

• How many points are needed to 
pass?

Computer Adaptive Test

• Examinee ability is estimated as 
questions are answered

• Easy and hard questions have very 
different impacts on ability 
estimates

• What is final examinee ability 
estimate?

• What is the passing standard?



EASIER ITEMS HARDER ITEMS



EASIER ITEMS HARDER ITEMS
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Summary – Partial Credit Scoring

• With CAT it’s all about the ability estimate
• Before partial credit, each item had a single difficulty
• Now the partial credit items have multiple difficulty levels, 

one for each score point
• This leads to more precise ability estimates



What’s Next?
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Be the first to know!



Live 
Q&A

Right now!

Anytime 
Q&A

jschwartz@ncsbn.org


