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Four models emerged as most successful…. 

• RN to BSN awarded by the community college 

• Shared state or regional curriculum 

• RN to MSN 

• Competency-based state or  

regional programs 
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The Shared Curriculum Model:  

Unpacking ADN-BSN Seamless Progression 

Dr. Liz Close, Retired Chair of Nursing 

Professor and  Director 

Post-Licensure BSN Program and 

Collaborative Nursing Education Continuum 

Model (CNECM)  

Sonoma State University 
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ADN-BSN Student’s  
Unit Accumulation 

Purpose 

82-92 u To meet all ADN GE, nursing prerequisite and 
nursing major requirements 

+  16 u Outstanding GE (not met with above) required for 
transfer and to meet  U GE requirements  

98-108 u 
TOTAL 

Only 70 of these units are allowed to count 
toward the 120 u for BSN 

50 units Required to be taken at university to reach 120 u 
BSN requirement 

148-158 units 
TOTAL 

Minimum actual units eventually completed by 
ADN-BSN to achieve the BSN vs 120 units for Pre-
Licensure BSN 



NURSING 
Courses 

PRE-LIC 
POST-LIC 

(RN-BSN) 

TITLE NURS UNITS UNITS 

Nursing Care of Adult I 

Medical-Surgical Nursing Theory & Clinical 
301 9 (ADN) 

Nursing Care of Adult II 

Medical-Surgical Nursing Theory & Clinical 
302 6 (ADN) 

Maternity and Women's Health  

Theory & Clinical 
303 6 (ADN) 

Psychiatric & Mental Health Nursing 

Theory & Clinical 
304 6 (ADN) 

Nursing Research &  

Evidence-Based Practice 
310 3 3 

Baccalaureate Nursing Perspectives I 312 
Integrated in 

301, 302, 407 
4 

Baccalaureate Nursing Perspectives II 313 
Integrated in 

303, 304, 409 
4 

Nursing Care of the Adult III 

Medical-Surgical Nursing Theory & Clinical 
407 6 (ADN) 

Nursing Care of Child in the Family 

Theory & Clinical 
409 6 (ADN) 

Nursing Power, Policy and Politics 410 5 5 

Community/Public Health Nursing 

Theory & Clinical 
412 5 5 

Clinical Nursing Preceptorship  

Theory & Clinical 
414 5 (ADN) 

Application of BSN Perspectives 416 
Integrated in 

414 
3 

Total Upper Division Nursing Units   57 24* 





Complete the following courses at Community College: Units 
P ADN  

Requirement 

P BSN 

Requirement 

CC 
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Math 56 Intermediate Algebra (not transferrable U credit) 3 P   Comp 3   

Chemistry 200  Intro to Chemistry (prerequisite to Bio 259) (5)    P   B1 

BIO 230 Anatomy 4 P P A B2 

BIO 231 Physiology 4 P P A B3 

BIO 259 Microbiology 4 P P A (B3) 

US History 3 P P B-1 
D3 & 

 Am Inst 

PSY 205 Introduction to Psychology (also U Area E) or  

PSY 215 Psych of Personal Growth or 

CDV 200: Psych of Development: Infancy through 

Adolescence (also U Area E) 

3 P P B-2 D1 

Arts & Humanities (See Catalog for qualifying courses) 3 P P C C1 or C2 

ENG 200  Reading and Composition 3 P P D-2 A2 

SPE 200  Intro to Public Speaking (U Area A1)  or 

SPE 210 Interpersonal Growth (U Area A1 if certified) 
3 P P 

D-1 &  

Comp 4 
A1 

SOC 201 Modern Social Problems or SOC 202 Racial/ Ethnic 

Relations or ANT 201 Cultural Anthropology 
3 P P Comp 1 D2 

HLH 114 Foods and Nutrition (meets U Area E)  

or HLH 115: Therapeutic Nutrition (does not meet U Area E) 
3 P   

 

Comp 2 E 

TOTAL PREREQUISITE & GENERAL ED UNITS 36(41) (38 of the 41 total units transfer to UU toward BSN) 



Complete the following courses at 

Community College: 
Units 

P ADN  

Requirement 

P BSN 

Requirement 
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*Critical Thinking    3   P   A3 

*Math 220 Statistics (required 

for BSN & meets GE Area B4) 
4   P   B4 

Arts & Humanities (See Catalog 

for qualifying courses) 
6   P   C1 or C2 

US Constitution 3   P   
D4 &  

Am Inst 

TOTAL  16 
(16 units of this total transfer 

 to U toward BSN) 



Nursing 
Prerequisite 

Nursing 



   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

*   Except as prerequisite to nursing science prerequisites 
physiology and microbiology!   

Not required  
for ADN* 

Required  
for BSN 

CHEMISTRY 



  
Psychiatric & Mental Health Nursing 

(curriculum required for licensure) 

 

“Lower” division 
OR “upper” 

division? 
 

How many units 
of theory and 

how many units 
of clinical? 



All Nursing 
content 

required for 
licensure at 

Lower 
Division 

All Nursing 
content 

required for 
licensure at 

Upper 
Division 

Develop a 
mechanism 

to award  
Upper 

Division 
credit  





Contact: 

Liz Close, PhD, RN 

CCNA Consultant 

ccna.lclose@gmail.com 

707.481.2572 
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Visit us on the Web 

http://campaignforaction.org 
 

Follow us on twitter 
http://twitter.com/championnursing 

 

Join us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/championnursing 
 
 


