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AttachmentA

Florida Action Coalition:

Key Messages

AL L AU DIEN CES

N ursingpracticeischangingtodeliver21st century
healthcare.
 T heFloridaActionCoalitionispartofthenationw ideCam paign

forActiontoim plem enttheFutureofN ursingrecom m endationsm adeby theInstituteofM edicine
in2010.

 T heFloridaActionCoalitionisanonpartisancollaborationofnurses,hospitaladm inistrators,
university professors,statepolicym akers,nonprofitfoundationexecutives,healthinsurance
executivesandbusinessexecutives.

 T hepurposeoftheFloridaActionCoalitionistoleadchangesinnursingandhealthcaredelivery
thatw illenableFloridianstoaccesshighquality,safeand patient-centeredhealthcareata
reasonablecost.

 Floridahasthreefocusareas:education,leadershipandpractice.

N ursingcareinthe21st century involveshighly technicaland com plex system s.
 Floridanursesparticipateinlife-longlearningtoensurethey havethetrainingandexperience

neededtodeliver21st century nursingcare.

 A highly trained andeducatednursew orkforceleadstosystem im provem entsand
im provesquality,accountability andcoordinationofcare.

 Floridaisw orkingtow ardtheIO M recom m endedgoalof80% oftheregisterednursew orkforce
havingafour-year,baccalaureateinnursing(BS N )orhigherdegreeby theyear2020.

 Floridaisw orkingtodoublethenum berofnursesw ithadoctorate(P hD/DN P /DN S c)by theyear
2020.

 Floridaisestablishingm orenursingresidency program stointegratenew nursesinem ployer
settings.

N ursesarehigh-levelprofessionalsw ithdecision-m akingresponsibilitiesatthe
bedside,ascareproviders,andinestablishingstandardsforpatientcare.
 N ursesarethelargestsegm entofthehealthcarew orkforceandspendthem osttim ew ithpatients

andfam ilies.T hey arevitaltothesuccessfultransform ationofhealthcare.

 N ursesw ithstrongclinicalandleadershipskillscanhelpprom otew ellness,developnew m odelsof

care,m anagecoordinationofcare,andhelphospitalstoreducem edicalerrorsandhospital

readm issions.

T heFloridaActionCoalitionisaresourcefornursesseekingtodevelopleadership
characteristicsand toexploreleadershipopportunities.
 N ursesareessentialpartnersw ithphysiciansand allhealthcareprovidersinexpandingaccessto

care,ensuringquality andsafety,andusinglim itedresourcesw isely.
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N ursesthathavetheability topracticetheirprofessiontothefullestextentof
theireducationand experienceim proveaccesstohigh-quality,patient-centered,
cost-effectivehealthcare.
 S tudiesshow thatthereisnodifferenceinapatient’shealthoutcom ew hetherafam ily practice

physicianoranadvancedregisterednursepractitionerprovidesthecare.

 N ursespracticingtothefullextentoftheirknow ledgeand abilitiesareabletoquickly respondto

changesinapatient’sconditiontooptim izehealingandcom fort.

N U R S ES ,S T U DEN T S ,N U R S EO R GAN IZAT IO N S & N U R S E L EADER S

A w orkenvironm entw ithahigherproportionofBS N nursesisonethatprom otes
safeandhighquality careresultinginexcellentpatientoutcom esandhighjob
satisfaction.
 Higherleveleducationopensm orecareeropportunities.

 T hereisincreasingevidenceofem ployersencouragingadvancednursedegreesand/or

preferentially hiringnursesw ithaBS N .

N ursesareessentialinshapingnursingpracticeand healthcareinthe21st century.
 Yourvoiceisneededtoinform policiesandproceduresthatim pactpatientcareandnursing

practice.

 You canbepartofthedecision-m akingprocessby takingaleadershiprolew ithinyourorganization

andcom m unity.

 N ursesdem onstrateleadershipinm any w ays,suchasadvocatingonbehalfoftheirpatients– every

nursecanbealeader.

 T heFloridaActionCoalitionidentifiesleadershipopportunitiesandtheskillsyou needtobea

leader.

Beinvolvedintheprocesstochangerulesgoverningnursingpractice.
 W hennursesareabletofully practicetothefullextentoftheirprofessionaleducation,you w ill

haveboththeresponsibility andauthority tom akedecisionsandactuponthem forthepatient’s

bestinterest.

 W ithbackingfrom thenationalCam paignforAction,ledby theR obertW oodJohnsonFoundation

andAAR P ,theFloridaActionCoalitionisspeakingw ithonevoiceinFloridaforallnursestopractice

tothefullextentoftheireducationandexperience.

EM P L O YER S ,P O L ICY M AKER S & L EGIS L AT O R S

BS N preparednursesprovidehighquality,safepatientcareandim provepatient
outcom es.
 S tudiesshow reduced patientm ortality andm orbidity ratesw henacutecareisstaffed w ithahighly

educatednursingw orkforce.

 Highly educatednursesarew ell-positioned toim plem entcom plex changesinthehealthcare

system andm easureoutcom estom eetnew paym entandreim bursem entrequirem ents.

 Createopportunitiesforstudentstocom pletehigherdegreessom oredoctorallevelprepared

nursesarequalifiedtoteachthenextgenerationofnurses.
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Includenursesinleadershippositions,especially w hendevelopingpoliciesand
proceduresthatim pactpatientcareandnursingpractice.
 Incorporatenursingknow ledgeintooperationaldecision-m akingforim proved efficiency,safety and

quality inpatientcare.

R evisingregulationstoenablenursestopracticetothefullextentoftheir
know ledgeandexperiencew illim proveFloridians’ accesstohighquality health
careatareasonablecost.
 T heFloridaActionCoalitionisanonpartisancollaborativespeakingw ithonevoicetoachieve

changeinhealthcarepolicy forthegoodofFloridians.

 T heability ofalldirectcareproviderstopracticetothefullextentoftheireducationiscriticalto

m eetthechallengesofprovidingaccesstoquality careforall,especially w iththeim plem entationof

theP atientP rotectionandAffordableCareAct.

P HYS ICIAN S

T hroughinter-professionaleducationandcollaboration,bettercoordinated care,
andapartnershipbetw eenphysiciansandnurses,w ecanalluseourskillsand
resourcesm orew isely andbetterm eettheneedsofpatients.
 N ursesareessentialpartnersw ithphysiciansinexpandingaccesstocare,ensuringquality and

safety,and usinglim itedresourcesw isely.

 Increaseddem andw illm eanthatm oreandsickerpatientsarelookingforcareprovidersandw itha

shortageofproviders,allcliniciansneed tobeabletopracticetothefullextentoftheireducation

andtraining.

T heFloridaActionCoalitionisCo-L ead by:

Form oreinform ation,pleasereferpeopletoourw ebsiteat:
w w w .FL CenterForN ursing.org/FL ActionCoalition


